THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

had hitherto been overlaid by his admiration for the 'good' (the
beautiful) penis, came to light. In this phase we became acquainted
with a particular fear, namely, that his father's 'bad' internalized
penis had got possession of his own penis by thrusting its way inside it
and controlling it from within.1 Mr B felt that he had thus lost com-
mand over his own penis and could not use it in a 'good' and pro-
ductive way. This fear had come up very strongly when he was in the
age of puberty. At that time he was trying with all his might to keep
himself from masturbating. In consequence he was having nocturnal
emissions. This started a fear in him that he could not control his
penis and that it was possessed by the devil. He also thought that it
was because it was possessed by the devil that it could change its size
and become larger or smaller, and he attributed all the changes it
underwent in connection with his development to the same cause.

This fear had greatly contributed to his dislike of his own penis and
to his feeling that it was inferior, in the sense of being anal, 'bad' and
destructive. There arose in connection with it an important impedi-
ment, too, to his adoption of a heterosexual position. Since he must
suppose that his father's penis would always be watching him while
he had coitus with his mother and would force him to commit bad
actions, he was obliged to keep away from women. It now became
evident that the excessive emphasis he had put upon his penis as the
representative of the conscious and the visible and, connected with
this, his manifold repressions and denials regarding the inside of his
body had failed in this point as well. As soon as this set of fears had
been analysed, Mr B's capacity for work was still further increased
and his heterosexual position reinforced.

At this point in the progress of his analysis my patient had to stop
coming to me for some time for external reasons.2 The results so far

1 In my analyses of male patients of all ages I have more than once come
across this special danger-situation in which the father's 'bad' penis fills up the
subject's own penis from within and thus takes complete possession of it. For
instance, a small patient of mine once put a pencil with a pencil-cap into the
fire. He wanted to burn out of the pencil-cap something 'bad', something
strong and hard, that was contained in it. The pencil-cap represented his own
penis and the 'bad* thing (the pencil itself) that had to be burnt out of it was
his father's penis. On another occasion he put a bit of wood in the fire and at
the same time sharpened his pencil, explaining that he did this so that the
'bad' wood should burn better. It turned out that in his imagination the bit of
wood and the pencil belonged together and stuck into each other and fought
with one another. Upon being analysed, this danger-situation sets free anxiety
of a specially intense kind and it is, I think, a serious obstacle to sexual potency
in the man.

2 For personal reasons Mr B was obliged to return to his home country. He
intends to continue his analysis which has lasted 380 treatment sessions in two
years.
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